
Newsletter for Sunday 22nd March 2020 – Mothering Sunday 
 
The Gospel reading for Mothering Sunday. 
 Meanwhile standing near the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus 
saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing beside her, He said 
to His mother, ’Woman, here is your son’.  Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is 
your mother’.  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.  
 
 
This is one of the gospel readings set for Mothering Sunday.  A sombre reading 
for challenging times but in it we see wonderful examples of love amidst such 
pain and grief.  How can we possibly imagine how Mary, Jesus’ loving mother, 
must have felt, yet she was there for Jesus.  John too, willing to do all he 
practically could.  Let’s take heart and encouragement from them.  And then 
let’s focus on Christ Himself.  As set to music so wonderfully in Handel’s 
Messiah ‘surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows’ 
In the epistle set for Mothering Sunday Paul says ‘Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, Who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God’ 2Cor 1:3-5 
So as we head into a time of unknown difficulty, let’s go one step at a time, 
looking to our Saviour Who offers us His comfort and strength, and Who 
understands us and our sufferings perfectly.  Let’s look to Him to strengthen 
and encourage us, and then to reach out to others with His love. 
 
The Collect for Mothering Sunday 
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life 
of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to 
Himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and sorrow we may know 
the power of Your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ 
Your Son our Lord, Who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Day by day, dear Lord, of You three things we pray; to see You more clearly, to 
love You more dearly and to follow You more nearly, day by day.  Amen 
 
. 
 
 



 
There are a lot of our Sunday Club families who are keen, ready and willing to 
do shopping, collect prescriptions etc and do anything they can to help.  Do 
phone  or email Daphne 01732 454225/07779834195 
daphneharrison@yahoo.co.uk or Ronnie 01732 458545/07736674357 
 
Readings for Sunday 22nd March 
1 Samuel 16:1-13, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9 
 
St Lukes Church are streaming a service on Sunday 
Log on to https://stlukes-sevenoaks.org.uk/live/ today and download the 
service sheet (and print if you wish) in advance. Then visit the same site again 
for a link to the live video on Sunday morning at 10:10am for a 10:15am start. 
St Nicholas are also “live streaming” a service at 10.00am on 
 www.stnicholas-sevenoaks.org 
 
Facebook 
Bennett has very kindly set up a Facebook page on which we will be able to 
keep an eye on church happenings in addition to our website and on which we 
may (hopefully) be able to stream a service of our own at some future date. 
Find it at St Mary the Virgin, Riverhead with Dunton Green 
 
Church Opening 
Sadly, due to many difficulties appertaining to hygiene etc, it has been decided 
to close the church pro tem.  This is a cause of great sorrow to most of us but 
deemed a sensible precaution. 
 
Light a Candle 
At the suggestion of our Bishops and Archbishop, everyone (who is able) 
should place a lighted candle in the window at 7.00pm tomorrow evening  
 
May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, and all those whom we love, Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
If you know of anyone who would be interested in receiving this newsletter in 
the future, please let me know. Margaret 

http://www.stnicholas-sevenoaks.org/

